322	PRACTICAL   HINTS   TO	[cH. VII,
indeed, a sort of half-way house, if the expression
may be pardoned; a stage on the journey, where
sometimes a person indeed finally stops, but where,
not unfrequently, he only pauses for a while, and
then pursues his progress.
The Unitarian teachers by no means profess to
absolve their followers from the unbending strict-
ness of Christian morality. They prescribe the
predominant love of Grod, and an habitual spirit of
devotion: but it is an unquestionable fact, a fact
which they themselves almost admit, that this class
of religionists is not in general distinguished for
superior purity of life; and still less for that spiri-
tuality of mind, which the word of God prescribes
to us as one of the surest tests of our experiencing
the vital power of Christianity. On the contrary,
in point of fact, Unitarianism seems to be resorted
to, not merely by those who are disgusted with the
peculiar doctrines of Christianity, but by those also
who are seeking a refuge from the strictness of her
practical precepts; and who, more particularly would
escape from the obligation which she imposes on her
adherents, rather to incur the dreaded charge of
singularity, than fall in with the declining manners
of a dissipated age.
Unitarianism, where it may be supposed to pro-
ceed from the understanding rather than from the
heart, is not unfrequently produced by a confused
idea of the difficulties, or, as they are termed, the
impossibilities, which orthodox Christianity is sup-
posed to involve. It is not our intention to enter
dox Christians equally contend for the Unity of the Divine Nature;
and it perhaps may hardly be a sufficient excuse, that, it not being his
object particularly to refute the errors of Unitarianisra, he uses the
term in its popular sense, rather than give needless offence. He thus
guards, however, agam&t any false construction being drawn from
his use of it.

